Creating a Short Animated Movie to Showcase Learning Skills 
Prepared by William Kwon, Grade 7 Teacher at St. Paschal Baylon Elementary

The Website www.xtranormal.com is an excellent web based application that you can use to create a short movie using interactive avatars.

The movie could showcase what a particular learning skill and its pertinent look fors look like for students, such as, Independence, Collaboration and Responsibility. 

The following link does an excellent job of explaining the finer points of the application: http://xtranormal.zendesk.com/entries/387760-making-a-movie-in-xtranormal-movie-maker-the-beginner-s-guide.

Procedure:

1. Go to the www.xtranormal.com  website and register a free account.

2. Click on the make a movie tab.

3. Select 2 actors from one of the various collections.

4. Choose a set/background by clicking on the tab.

5. Customize you actors (avatars) and the sounds by selecting voices and other sounds that you would like to have in your movie. Sounds may be previewed by clicking on Listen.

6. Next, click on story to start writing your script for one or both characters in the split screen.

7. Select and drag in with the mouse a variety of motions, look ats, pauses, points, sounds and faces.

8. Cameras can be set to auto camera which automatically sets the angles for your movie. If it is active, the icon should glow blue. Or camera angles can be set manually by dragging in the icon.
9. All changes to dialogue can be listened to.

10. Preview the movie and publish it when you are finished.

11. Click on the share icon to copy and paste the web link to any other application, i.e. Word, Facebook, blogs and so forth.
