Responding to/Understanding A Short Story: (Inferring)
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1) Reread the story “Higher Animals” from the Nelson Literacy Anthology 7b which is available online in Mr. Kwon’s weebly site (www.mrkwon.weebly.com/language) Click on the link and download the text and assignment. I recommend that you save an electronic copy and print a soft copy for your reference.
Learning Goal:

We are learning to develop and communicate our understanding of a various texts using explicit and implicit ideas from the texts and our own prior knowledge to support our understanding.

Success Criteria:

I will...
Reread the text to look for supporting details.
Use evidence from the text and my own ideas to support my inferences.
Connect my ideas back to the main idea.
Explain what I have learned in the end.
2) Note: Use sticky notes, a highlighter, and write down any inferences, observations, personal thoughts and supporting details that may be useful to you in answering the question. Later, transfer the information into the inference chart. 

3) Inferring Task: (Don’t hesitate to quote information from the text directly and integrate into your sentences, but make sure that you observe proper punctuation and explain what the quote means and how it relates to the point you are trying to make.)
Step 1: Infer and communicate in writing what you think the main idea of the story is and support with specific, relevant information from the text and your own ideas. (Length: Approximately 1 paragraph of about 6 to 8 sentences in length)

Step 2: Communicate a written inference to the following and support with specific, relevant information form the text and your own prior knowledge: (Length: 1 paragraph of about 6-8 sentences)

What might the author be saying about this type of “Animal game” and the effects it can have on people?
Step 3: Explain what you have learned in the end and include adequate support in the form of examples, ideas from the text and prior knowledge. (Length: 1 paragraph of about 6-8 sentences)
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	+ Prior Knowledge
	= Inferences

	
	
	


	Criteria
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	I infer the main idea of the text
	I made a simple inference about the main idea
	I made an inference of some complexity about the main idea
	I made a reasonable inference about the main idea
	I made a complex inference about the main idea

	I use many specific details from the text to support my answer
	I did not use specific details from the text to support my answer
	I used 1 to 2 specific detail from the text to support my answer
	I used 3 or more specific details from the text to support my answer.
	I used a great variety of specific details from the text to support my answer

	My answer is reasonable and logical. I used my prior knowledge to infer
	My answer doesn’t make sense, does not relate to the text. I did not explain what I learned in the end.
	My answer makes some sense but digresses. I explained what I learned in the end to some degree.
	My answer makes sense and is logical. I used my prior knowledge to infer. I explained what I learned in the end.
	My answer makes complete sense and is very logical. I used my prior knowledge to infer. My answer is clear and relates to the text’s main idea. I explained what I learned in the end.


	Word(s)
	Meaning
	Illustration
	Function/Purpose/Use
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