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Student Response
The Halifax Explosion



Getting Ready to Read
•
Set a purpose
•
Ask questions
•
Predict
1.
Use the diagram, maps, photographs, and headings (text features) to write some questions that you think might be answered in the article.

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
	Thinking
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Comprehension 

Strategies

Uses text features and activates prior knowledge to make and support predictions
	Limited use of text features; predictions are vague or irrelevant; may be “guesses”; little support
	Some use of text features; predictions are simple and obvious with some support
	Considerable use of text features; predictions are logical and detailed with considerable support
	Thorough use of text features; predictions are logical, detailed, insightful, and well- supported


Responses require students to make connections to their prior knowledge and experiences with clues in the text features. 

All rubrics are for teacher use only. Transfer assessment  to Assessment Summary or Individual Profile sheet.
Engaging in Reading
•
Find important ideas
•
Summarize
•
Make notes
2.
The main ideas in this article are connected to events that happened in the Halifax Harbour on December 6, 1917. In your own words, make notes using a graphic organizer of your choice to show your understanding of the main ideas and the details associated with each idea.
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Demonstrating Understanding 
Summarizes important ideas; cites variety of details that support the main idea  
	Limited: largely inaccurate and/or incomplete

•
may provide one main idea; often confuses main idea and supporting details

•
some relevant supporting details

•
omits key information
	Partial: somewhat accurate 

•
most main ideas; some may be vaguely expressed

•
some relevant supporting details
•
often has too much or too little information 
	Considerable: generally accurate 

•
main ideas adequately expressed

•
most relevant supporting details
•
appropriate amount of information 
	Thorough: accurate and comprehensive 

•
all main ideas clearly and concisely expressed

•
relevant supporting details

•
effective amount of information (may be synthesized) 


Responses require students to understand explicit information in the text. 
	Communication
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Organizing Ideas

Organizes information using a graphic organizer
	Limited organization and clarity; unstructured and hard to follow
	Some organization and clarity; generally easy to follow
	Considerable organization and clarity; structured and easy to follow
	High degree of organization and clarity; highly effective 


Engaging in Reading
•
Infer
•
Visualize
•
Find important ideas

	3.
How do you think it was possible for the ships to collide? Explain your thinking.




	Thinking
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Making Inferences/ Interpreting Text
Explains inferences supported by text evidence and logical reasoning
	Limited: makes simple, unsupported inferences; may be illogical
	Partial: makes simple, reasonable inferences with some support 
	Considerable: makes and supports logical inferences
	Highly effective: makes and supports logical, insightful inferences


Responses require students to understand implicit information in the text. 
	Communication
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Communicating Clearly 

Explanations are well-organized and clearly expressed
	Limited organization and clarity


	Some organization and clarity
	Considerable organization and clarity


	High degree of organization and clarity 




Reacting to Reading
•
Make connections 
 •
Synthesize
• Evaluate
	4.
Imagine that your town or city has just experienced a disaster similar to what Halifax experienced in 1917. What may have caused the problem? How do you think people might respond to the crisis?



	Application
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Extends Understanding; Responds to and Evaluates Text
Connects own experiences and prior knowledge to text information

Makes and supports judgments and conclusions


	Limited: 

•
has difficulty making connections

•
offers unsupported or illogical judgments or conclusions
	Somewhat effective: 

•
makes simple, obvious connections with some explanation

•
offers some reasonable judgments or conclusions with partial support
	Considerably effective:

•
makes and explains some logical connections

•
offers reasonable judgments and conclusions with adequate support
	Highly effective: 

•
makes and explains thoughtful and insightful connections that may go beyond own experiences

•
offers thoughtful, often insightful, judgments and conclusions with thorough support


Responses require students to make connections between text information and their own experiences. 

Reacting to Reading
• Reflect on strategies (Metacognition)


	5.
Effective readers make sense of what they are reading and solve their comprehension problems by using some of these strategies:
•
reread
•
ask questions
•
make predictions
•
read more slowly
•
make connections to what 
•
other strategies

•
make pictures in their minds

they know (books, movies, 




family, vacations, their lives)


Look back at the article. Find a place where you used a comprehension strategy to help you understand what you were reading. Explain how this strategy helped your understanding of the article.






	Thinking
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Metacognition

Reflects on strategies and how well they worked


	Limited: lacks awareness of own reading processes and comprehension strategies; does not describe or explain thinking
	Somewhat effective: has some basic awareness of own reading processes and comprehension strategies; attempts to describe thinking (basic)
	Considerably effective: shows awareness of own reading processes and comprehension strategies; explains thinking 
	Highly effective: shows insight into own reading processes and comprehension strategies; clearly articulates thinking




Responses require students to connect text information to their own experiences. 
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