Grade 7 Mystery Story Writing Assignment (Mr. Kwon)
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Part 1: The purpose of this assignment is to write a story of intrigue that uses an original setting in which a main character works/acts as a detective, amateur or professional to solve a crime, such as, a missing person or item, a murder, a kidnapping, threats to safety, a strange place or some other unusual occurrence. 
The character who takes on the detective role may be assisted by other secondary characters; however, it is the main character who must actively make use of important clues that are revealed in a timely fashion throughout the story’s plot points to solve the mystery and apprehend any suspect(s).
There may be more than one suspect and several red herrings/distractions that should be placed at heightened moments of tension in the story to create suspense. Suspense can also be created by emotional responses of characters to specific events in the story.  Suspects should have realistic alibis. See Mystery words.
Don’t be afraid to take sudden turns and include surprises in the plot.
It is up to the protagonist (main character) of the story to develop a plan to solve the crime. It is necessary for there to be interaction and realistic dialogue between characters that drives the story forward but not to an excessive degree which affects the overall logic and readability of the story.

Refer to the following resources to complete the assignment:

1) Mystery Elements

Mystery Story Skeleton (Prewriting + Write a list of 10 questions about your protagonist and antagonist. 
2) Mystery Words

3) Mystery Story Rubric
4) Useful websites: http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/mystery/tips.htm 

5) http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/mystery_cube/ 

Length: 3-5 pages typed, 12 point font, single spaced with a separate title page. 

Due:_____________________

Part 2:

Using some of the more attention grabbing details, such as, the nature of the crime, suspect(s), setting/location, clues, red herrings, surprises, action, original music, groups of 4 or 5 students will be assigned to create a short 4-5 minute movie trailer which promotes the story and creates interest.
Students are to act out short segments of some of the elements mentioned above. One student needs to film using a digital camera, preferably in HD. Students can use their own cameras, tripods and mics or some will be available for use. Props can be used. There should not be too much dialogue as this can create a rather long and flat trailer, but there should be just the right amount of speaking, action, visuals, clues and music. Music from www.freeplaymusic.com can be downloaded and used when editing or an MP3 file which has been approved by Mr. Kwon.
Editing will be done at school and at home and work can be saved on USB.

Camera techniques to be used: Panning, tracking, Close up, Wide angle.

Due:_______________________
