Mr. Kwon Grade 7 2012 Cause-and-Effect Essay Rubric
	Success Criteria
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Introduction (Organization)
	There is no clear introduction of the thesis or structure of the paper. There is no hook.
	The introduction states the thesis, but does not adequately preview the structure of the paper nor is it particularly inviting to the reader. The hook is not attention-grabbing.
	The introduction clearly states the thesis and previews the structure of the paper, but is not particularly inviting to the reader. The hook is not particularly attention-grabbing.
	The introduction is inviting, states the thesis and previews the structure of the paper. The hook is extremely attention-grabbing.

	Support for Topic (Content)
	Supporting details and information are typically unclear or not related to the topic. Concluding sentences do not preview the next point.
	Supporting details and information are relevant, but several key causes and/or effects are unsupported. Concluding sentences preview some aspect of the next point.
	Supporting details and information are relevant, but one key cause or effect is unsupported. Concluding sentences preview the next point in the ensuing paragraph.
	All causes and effects are supported with relevant and quality details that give the reader important information that goes beyond the obvious. Concluding sentences clearly preview the next point in the ensuing paragraph.

	Conclusion
	There is no clear restatement of the thesis using different words. Important points have not been re-emphasized There is no clincher.
	The conclusion restates the thesis using different words, but it does not adequately re-emphasize the important points of the essay nor is it particularly inviting to the reader. The clincher is weak.
	The conclusion clearly states the thesis using different words and re-emphasizes the important points of the essay. The clincher is not particularly attention-grabbing.
	The conclusion effectively states the thesis in a different way and re-emphasizes the important points of the essay. The clincher is extremely attention-grabbing.

	Signal Words
	The signal words between ideas are unclear or do not exist
	Signal words work well; but connections between other ideas are unclear.
	Signal words clearly show how ideas are connected, but there is little variety.
	A variety of thoughtful signal words are used. They clearly show how ideas are connected.

	Grammar & Spelling (Conventions)
	Writer makes many errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader. 
	Writer makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Writer makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.


